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“CHINA’S GLOBAL RENEWABLE ENERGY GOVERNANCE:
THE CASE OF CELAC AND THE SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION”

Objective of Research
I - To describe the People’s Republic of China’s (PRC) drivers and trends
in the global renewable energy governance.
This will include a study of
a) domestic determinants,
b) the discursive shift on climate change that the country’s most prominent
representatives have put forth at international events,
c) how Chinese actors participate in the fragmented regime of renewable energy
by joining already existing institutions or creating new ones.
II - To contribute to the growing body of literature on South-South Cooperation
(SSC), most specifically in the technology and regulation transfer.
This would include a comparison of selected large-scale solar photovoltaic (PV)
projects in Latin American and Caribbean countries (LAC) that are constructed by
PRC and European Union (EU) actors.

Source: Amended from IRENA (International Renewable Energy
Agency)

Methods
Given that SSC on renewable energy is increasing, the China-CELAC
(Community of Latin American and Caribbean States) Forum was recently created,
and the LAC were included in the Belt and Road Initiative in 2018, the LAC will be
used as a case study to analyse the PRC´s global engagement on renewable
energy governance. The intention is to study primary and secondary sources, and
conduct semi-structured field interviews with private and public workers. These
interviews will be with experts in the renewable energy sector in both the PRC and
LAC. This will offer the context and data required for the analysis.
This research will analyse the implementation process of large-scale solar PV
projects in LAC with foreign involvement that started after 2013, and will
engage in a comparative case study of Chinese and EU transfer of technology and
regulations. The European activity in the region is used as a benchmark to gain
perspective on the Chinese actors’ dynamics.

Source: Amended from Bloomberg New Energy Finance

Aims
In 2017, the PRC released two documents that globally project its environmental
shift “The Guidance on Promoting Green Belt and Road” and “The Belt and Road
Ecological and Environmental Cooperation Plan”. This research seeks to describe
the dynamics in which the PRC engages with the global renewable energy
governance and hopes to assess its new role as a technology and regulation
provider.

Large scale solar PV installation
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