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Subject of Resaeach 

Neoclassical growth theory + transaction cost theory = the need to develop institutional  design theory.   
 
Due to the fact that special economic zones have been proven to be effective ways of economic 
development, state policies of both Russia and China prioritize the establishment of special economic 
zones. These SEZs are regarded as institutions in our analysis.  

The question of how to select a role-model institution is approached by the means of institutional 
transplantation (De Jong 1999, 2002). i.e. the borrowing of institutional characteristics from one 
country by another.

According to Martin de Jong’s methodology, Russian Far East and China have good pre-conditions for 
emulation

 
 
 

 
Aim and Objectives 

The aim of the project is to follow the process of institutional transfer in the Far East. The institution of Special Economic Zone, or 
the later Economic Development Zone, in China might serve as a role model for the newly established AESDZs in the Russian Far East. 
The goal is to discover possible emulation patterns and answer the question, what are the functioning models of SEZs in states with 
strong central government? 

In order to do this, we will go through the following stages:

1. Collecting information on the Russian AESDZs and determine incentive structures
2. Collecting information on the Chinese economic development zones
3. Comparing the cases and different waves of established economic zones in Russia and China, 
     and finding the best practices
4. Analyzing the successful cases and looking for similar patterns

5. Testing the hypotheses and drawing conclusions 

Methods 

The research summarizes the development experiences of special economic development zones in China and the Russian Far East.  
The study is based on multiple embedded cases, semi-structured interviews, field visits, monitoring of legislative database and careful 
reviews of existing scientific debate.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with informants involved in the management of economic zones, such as government 
officials, planners, entrepreneurs, as well as academics and businessmen. 
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